
OPENING A WORLD 
OF POSSIBILITIES 
Serving Students Grades 6 –12 
in the Greater Hartford Region 

The Academy of International Studies 
(International) is a Capitol Region 
Educational Council (CREC) magnet 
school. Located in Bloomfield, CT, 
International is also part of a global 
network of schools delivering the 
acclaimed International Baccalaureate 
(IB) curriculum.  In this brochure, you will 
learn about the unique strengths of the IB 
curriculum and why CREC International 
can be a great fit for your child.  

Opening a World of 
Possibilities for Your Child
Imagine a school on a mission to empower 
young people with the values, knowledge 
and skills to create a better and more 
peaceful world.  Add to this vision a school 
that creates lifelong learners who are able 
to succeed and make a positive impact in 
our changing, complex and 
interconnected world.  

In 1968, the International Baccalaureate 
Organization was founded to bring this 
vision to life. Nearly 5,000 IB schools across 
the globe now deliver the proven 
curriculum that is fulfilling the mission.

In Connecticut, 
• Only ten high schools offer the IB curriculum, four of which are private schools. 
• Only three middle schools offer the IB curriculum. 
• CREC’s Academy of International Studies is the only school in Connecticut that 

delivers the IB curriculum to both middle school and high school students.  
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The IB curriculm provides 
a distinct advantage by:
•encouraging our students to think 

critically and challenge 
assumptions

•nurturing their curiosity and their 
ability to solve complex problems

•inspiring our students to consider 
both local and global issues

•developing multilingual students 
who communicate effectively

•challenging our students to excel in 
their studies and in their personal 
development

CREC International also encourages 
students to be active in their 
communities and to take their 
learning beyond academic study.

What Makes an IB 
School Different?
International provides a tremendous 
growth opportunity beginning in 6th 
grade. We prepare students to 
succeed as they move through high 
school, college and careers.

Strengths of an International 
IB 6-12 Grade Education
Our IB curriculum incorporates the 
best practices developed across 
our global community of schools 
and researchers. 
To teach this curriculum, our school 
undergoes a rigorous authorization 
process every 5 years.  
Our teachers must meet and 
maintain specialized professional 
development requirements.

Our approaches to learning and teaching 
allow our students to develop transferable 
and lifelong skills, giving students a 
competitive edge, helping them to gain 
admission to universities and careers of 
their choice, supporting the smooth 
transition to college, and ultimately 
performing better when they graduate. 
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At International, all 6th –10th graders 
participate in the IB Middle Years 
Programme and all 11th and 12th 
graders participate in the IB Diploma 
Programme. This program is 
academically challenging and 
balanced, preparing students for 
success in college and in life beyond.

It addresses the intellectual, social, 
emotional and physical well-being of 
students. Students also take part in 
extracurricular, community service 
and athletic activities to fulfill this 
requirement.

Strengths of an International 
IB 6-12 Grade Education
Our IB curriculum incorporates the 
best practices developed across 
our global community of schools 
and researchers. 
To teach this curriculum, our school 
undergoes a rigorous authorization 
process every 5 years.  
Our teachers must meet and 
maintain specialized professional 
development requirements.

Our approaches to learning and teaching 
allow our students to develop transferable 
and lifelong skills, giving students a 
competitive edge, helping them to gain 
admission to universities and careers of 
their choice, supporting the smooth 
transition to college, and ultimately 
performing better when they graduate. 

Foundation 
For Success 

Students Step 
Ahead at International

The program has gained recognition and respect from the world’s 
leading universities. A list of colleges and universities that grant credit, 
scholarships and/or advanced standing for DP diplomas and 
certificates is available at www.ibo.org.  

Language 
Acquisition

Language 
+ Literature

Physical + Health
Education

Sciences

ArtsDesign

Mathematics
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At International, all 6th –10th graders 
participate in the IB Middle Years 
Programme and all 11th and 12th 
graders participate in the IB Diploma 
Programme. This program is 
academically challenging and 
balanced, preparing students for 
success in college and in life beyond.

It addresses the intellectual, social, 
emotional and physical well-being of 
students. Students also take part in 
extracurricular, community service 
and athletic activities to fulfill this 
requirement.

The program has gained recognition and respect from the world’s 
leading universities. A list of colleges and universities that grant credit, 
scholarships and/or advanced standing for DP diplomas and 
certificates is available at www.ibo.org.  

An IB program "is the most secure foundation 
available for successful college graduation.”

— Jonathan Burdick, Dean of College Admission, University of Rochester

Students graduating from CREC 
International join a global alumni 
network that connects them with 
one another. Members of the alumni 
network receive a quarterly 
newsletter, as well as opportunities 
to connect with graduates from all 
over the world. Students who will 
graduate in the next two years are 
encouraged to join this network.

Joining The Global IB Community
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School Facilities

World Class Classrooms

Albania
Argentina
Belize
Brazil
Canada
China
Costa Rica
Cuba
Czech Republic
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
England
France

Galapagos Islands
Germany
Greece
Iceland
Italy
Japan
Poland
South Africa
Spain
Thailand

International field studies beginning in 
8th grade have taken students to:

International's two-story building 
contains a library media center, science 
center with designated laboratories, 
technology design classrooms, two fully 
fitted art studios, an auditorium, music 
rooms, digital music lab, full-sized 
gymnasium, a fitness center, and 
outdoor sports fields.

International’s classrooms integrate 
technology, having wireless internet 
connection for laptops, 
Chromebooks®,  iPads® and Smart 
Boards®. Schoology®, Powerschool®, 
Naviance® and Google Apps® are all 
tools utilized within our school 
community.  



Apply for Fall 2023 Enrollment Now
Applications for the CREC Academy for International Studies are now 

available. www.rsco2.ct.gov/ 
We are accepting applications for students entering grades 6-11.  

Reflective
Give thoughtful consideration to your own learning 
and experience. You are able to assess and 
understand your strengths and limitations in order to 
support your learning and personal development.

Knowledgeable
Explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local 
and global significance. In so doing, you acquire 
in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Inquirers
Have a natural curiosity and learn to acquire the 
skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research 
and show independence in learning. You actively 
enjoy learning and this love of learning.

Caring
Show empathy, compassion and respect 
towards the needs and feelings of others. You 
have a personal commitment to service, and 
act to make a positive difference to the lives 
of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers
Approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty 
with courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas 
and strategies. You are brave and articulate in 
defending your beliefs.

Communicators
Understand and express ideas and 
information confidently and creatively in 
more than one language and in a variety of 
modes of communication. You are willing to 
work in collaboration with others.

Open-minded
Understand and appreciate your own culture 
and personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other 
individuals and communities. You seek and 
evaluate a range of points of view, and you 
are willing to grow from the experience.

Principled
Act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense 
of fairness,  justice and respect for the dignity of the 
individual, group and communities. You take 
responsibility for your own actions and the 
consequences that accompany them.

Balanced
Understand the importance of intellectual, 
physical and emotional balance to achieve 
personal well-being for yourself and others.

Thinkers
Exercise initiative in applying thinking skills 
critically and creatively to recognize and 
approach complex problems, and make 
reasoned, ethical decisions.

10 Characteristics 
of Our Students
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